
 
  

  

 

SAFETYSAFETY 

ADOT heard loud and clear that Arizona’s #1 priority for the state transportation system is safety. This was 
by far the most common theme we heard throughout the state, emphasizing the importance of roadway 
maintenance, roadside vegetation management, safe pull-off areas, and emergency coordination in 
supporting both transportation safety, evacuation planning, flooding, and wildfire mitigation.

This includes: 

““EExxppeerriieenncce re resesppoonnddiinng tg too 
aacciccidedennttss a anndd r rooaadd de debbrriiss   
ppuutts is it alt all il inntto po peerrssppeeccttiivvee,, 

sasaffeetty iy is ts thhe #e #1 p1 prriioorriittyy..”” 
(Westmarc Listening Session) 

““TTo mo mee, sa, saffeetty sy shhoouulld bd be te thhe me moostst 
imimppoorrttaanntt tthhiningg ooff aallll..”” 

(Willcox Listening Session) 

“PPaassssiinngg llaaneness aarree need neededed   
on Sn SR 8R 89 t9 to io immpprroovve sae saffeettyy 

aanndd s suupppporortt em emerergengenccyy   
sseerrvviicceess.”.” 

(Ash Fork Listening Session) 

“
o

■Well-maintained roads and roadsides
■ Shoulders
■ Safe crossings
■ Passing opportunities
■ Efficient enforcement and

emergency response
■ Speed limits that reflect local

conditions
■ Visible signage, lighting and

pavement markings
■ Public education focused on safety
■ Appropriate routing/detours when

weather and incidents occur

““OOn Un US 7S 70 b0 beettwweeeen Pn Peerriiddoot ant and Fd Foorrtt 
TThohommaas,s, l liimmiitteedd s shouhoullddeerrss a anndd p puullll--ououttss   

mmaakke te trraaffffiic stc stoops ups unnsasaffe fe foor or offffiicceerrss 
[[conconducducttiinngg en enffororccememenentt]]..”” 



 

 

FUNDING 
Arizonans want our state to pay for the transportation system we need and believe our transportation 
system is underfunded, especially in greater Arizona. Arizona’s rural communities feel undervalued and 
ignored by state leadership. 

This includes: 
■ Arizonans want information about transportation system funding
■ Funding should prioritize maintenance and preservation before

expansion
■ Local Governments want more flexibility and control of funds

““TThhiis hs haas bs beeeen gn gooiinng og on fn foor 5r 50 y0 yeearars ans and I amd I am 
sskkeeppttiiccal tal thhat anat anyytthhiinng ig is gs gooiinng tg to co chhananggee..”” 

(Lake Havasu City Listening Session) 

““TThhee f funundidinngg   
mmeecchhananiissm im is bs brrookkeenn 

aandnd need needss t too b bee f fiixxeded..”” 
(Sahuarita Listening Session) 

““WWe ce canannnoot st seeeem tm too 
ggrraassp ip in tn thhe Se Sttatate oe off 

AArriizzonaona h hooww i impmpororttaanntt  
trtraannsspoporrttaatitioonn i iss..”” 

(Maricopa Listening Session) 

““WWe ne neeeed td to to talalk abk aboouut wt whhat wat wee 
ccan dan doo, n, noot wt whhat wat we ce canan’’t dt doo..”” 

(Willcox Listening Session) 



 

RELIABLE CONNECTIONS 
Arizonans believe that transportation options are an important part of the state transportation system. 
Transportation options should support access to services, jobs, healthcare, recreation, and community 
destinations across Arizona. We heard the need to better separate vehicles from pedestrians, bicyclists, and 
other vulnerable road users to improve safety outcomes. 

The state should be a better partner in multimodal transportation beyond 
funding administration. Participants want the state to embrace a stronger 
multimodal role by working collaboratively with local governments, tribes, 
transit agencies, and advocacy groups to advance transportation options 
on and around the state highway system. 

This includes: 
■ Intercity connections
■ Bicycling and walking
■ Transit
■ Passenger rail
■ Support mobility for veterans,

older adults, and people with
disabilities

““MMuultltiimmooddaall need needss a arree   
iinnccrreeaassiinng fg faaststeer tr thhanan 

iinnffrraasstrtruuccttuurree s suupppoporrttss..”” 
(Quartzsite Area Listening Session) 

““YYoou hu haavve te to ho haavve a ce a carar 
tto lo liivve he heerree’ i’ is ns noot tt thhee 

nnararrratatiivve we we we wanant tt to lo liivvee..”” 
(Verde Valley Listening Session) 

““NonNon--mmoottororiizzeedd   
ttrrananssppoorrttatatiioon in is ps parartt 

oof tf thhe se syyststeemm..”” 
(Greater Phoenix Leadership  

Listening Session”

““CCoonnnneeccttiivviitty by beettwweeeen cn ciittiies ies is cs crruucciialal. T. Thhee 
ststatate te trrananssppoorrttatatiioon sn syyststeem im is os ouur lr liiffeebblloooodd..”” 

(San Luis, Salome, Bouse and Prescott Listening Sessions)

““WWe ne neeeed td to co coomme te tooggeetthheerr 
tto co carare fe foor pr peeoopplle we whheen tn thheeyy 

ccaannnonott d drriiveve a annyymomorree..”” 
(Verde Valley Listening Session) 



 

ECONOMIC VITALITY 
Arizonans recognize transportation as the “unsung hero of our economic vitality” (Arizona Forward Listening 
Session). This is something that is so important it needs to be treated as a critical priority. Transportation 
is a foundational component of Arizona’s economy, attracting businesses, workforce mobility, freight 
movement, and continued population growth. Coordination among ADOT, Tribal and local governments, 
utilities, developers, and economic development organizations is a significant opportunity to improve project 
delivery and long-term planning. 

This includes: 
■ Recreation and tourism
■Workforce development
■ Attracting business
■ Aviation expansion
■ Freight mobility
■ Supporting growth

““TThhe ste statate te trrananssppoorrttatatiioonn 
ssyyststeem im is os ouur cr coonnnneeccttiioon tn too 

opopppororttuunniittyy..”” 
(Prescott Listening Session) 

AArriizzoonnananss r reeccooggnniizzee   
ttrrananssppoorrttatatiioon an as ts thhe “e “uunnssuunngg
hheerro oo of of ouur er eccoonnoommiic vc viittalaliittyy..”” 

(Arizona Forward Listening Session) 

“B“Beautification   
iiss eeconconomomiicc   

ddeevevelolopmpmeentnt..”” 
(Globe Listening Session) 

eautification

■ Technology and innovation
■Main Street Arizona
■ Showcasing our beautiful state

““AADDOOT sT shhoouulld bd be at te at thhe te tabablle we wiitth mh majajoorr 
ddeevvelelopopmmenenttss f frromom t thhee v vereryy b beeggiinnnniinngg..”” 

(East Valley Partnership, Greater Phoenix Chamber, Lucid Motors 
and Wickenburg Listening Sessions) 



RELATIONSHIP WITH ADOT 
Arizonans want a stronger relationship with ADOT. When ADOT owns the road an entire community is 
dependent on and has not established a lasting relationship in that community, there is an erosion of trust 
and increased hopelessness than the state cares about anyone’s safety and wellbeing in those communities 
(despite “paying into” the tax base). 

This includes: 
■ Access to the right points of

contact
■ Responsiveness
■ Early and continuous

collaboration
■ Presence in local communities
■ Less bureaucracy
■ Transparency on project

prioritization
■ Flexibility when an ADOT road

serves as main street

““AADDOOT iT is a bs a biig mg myyststeerriioouuss 
buburreeaauuccrracacyy..”” 

(Prescott Listening Session) 

““WWe he haavve be beeccoomme se soo 
eennttrreenncchheed id in tn thhe fe feeddeerralal 

pprrooccesess ts thhat wat we are are me miissssiinngg 
tthhee p pererssonaonall t tooucuchh..”” 
(Safford Area Listening Session) 

““WWe we woouulld ld liikke te too 
sseee te thhiis Ls Liiststeenniinngg

TToouurr conconttiinnueue..”” 
(Douglas and Ajo Listening 

Sessions) 

““AADDOOT iT is ts thhe are arcchhiitteecctt//mmaaststeerr 
ppllanannneer tr thhat cat can ban brriinng tg tooggeetthheerr 

alall pl piieecces oes of tf thhe pe puuzzzzllee..”” 
(Greater Phoenix Leadership listening Session) 
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