
August 24, 2026

2055 Long Range Transportation Plan Update

Public Survey Results

Joint Policy Board & Technical Advisory Committee Meeting



1. Draft 2055 LRTP Overview

2. Public and Stakeholder Engagement

3. Draft Plan Recommendations

4. Public Review and Plan Adoption

5. Discussion

2055 Long Range Transportation Plan Update

Agenda
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2055 Long Range Transportation Plan Update

Draft Plan Chapters
• Chapter 1: Overview

– LRTP introduction, metropolitan planning area, and federal planning requirements

• Chapter 2: Public and Stakeholder Engagement
– Documents how residents, transportation providers, partner agencies, and stakeholders were engaged

• Chapter 3: Goals and Objectives
– Framework for defining the goals and objectives that reflect community priorities and guide investment decisions through 2055

• Chapter 4: Demographic and Socioeconomic Conditions
– Population, employment, land use, and other key demographic characteristics that influence travel behavior and regional transportation needs

• Chapter 5: Growth Trends and Future Forecasts
– Documents recent development and projected population and employment changes through 2055

• Chapter 6: Existing and Future Transportation Conditions
– Multimodal evaluation of roadway, freight, public transportation, active transportation, aviation, and passenger rail

• Chapter 7: Transportation Needs and Opportunities
– Synthesizes public and stakeholder input and technical analysis findings to identify the key regional transportation issues, mobility needs, and opportunities

• Chapter 8: Transportation Investments and Recommendations
– Universe of transportation projects and strategies to respond to the regional needs

– Fiscally constrained projects and illustrative projects, representing longer-term opportunities for future planning, funding, and regional coordination

– Multimodal recommendations
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Supporting Documents and Technical Appendices
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LRTP Documents / Appendices

• Public Engagement Plan
• 2026 SLATS Transportation Survey Findings Report
• Public Involvement Summary
• Goals and Objectives
• Demographic Trends
• Existing and Future Conditions
• Plan Review
• Fiscal Constraint Analysis
• Transportation System Performance Report
• Community Impact Analysis
• Environmental Mitigation Analysis

The 2055 LRTP is supported by….

Modal Plans Informing LRTP Development

• Transit Development Plan (2026)
• Active Transportation Plan (2026)
• Passenger Rail Studies (2021 and 2025)

Additional Plans Reviewed/Considered

• Local Comprehensive Plans
• Rock County

– Preserve Rock 2025-2035: A 10-Year County Farmland Preservation Plan

– Renew Rock 2025-2045 Comprehensive Plan

• WisDOT and IDOT - Highway Safety
Improvement Program (HSIP), Freight Plans, etc.

• Corridor Studies
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Public and Stakeholder Input
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Summary of Engagement
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www.slatslrtp.com
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Open Ended Survey and Online Mapping
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Statistically Valid Survey

9

• 2026 SLATS Transportation Survey Findings Report
– Charts summarizing overall survey results
– Tabular data for all survey questions
– Cross-tabulated results by county (Rock County and Winnebago County)
– Open-ended survey responses
– A copy of the survey instrument

Transportation Priorities for the Next 25 Years
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Community Pop-up
Engagement Events
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Pop-up Engagement Events
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Stakeholder Discussions
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• Region's top
transportation
priority

• Top Concerns:
speeding, distracted
driving, multimodal
conflicts, and high-
risk intersections

• Support for complete
streets, safer
crossings, shared-use
paths, and safety
education

• Limited east-west
access and I-39/90
connectivity constrain
growth and mobility

• Transportation
investments are
essential to supporting
future growth,
redevelopment, and
economic
competitiveness

• Support for expanded
transit, multimodal
options, and improved
freight access

• Student safety
concerns focus on
traffic speeds, drop-
off operations, and
network gaps

• Gaps in pedestrian
and bicycle networks
limit convenient
access to schools

• Support for Safe
Routes to School,
enhanced transit, and
expanded trail
connections

• Transportation is a key
barrier to housing
stability and economic
opportunity

• Many housing-insecure
residents depend on
transit, walking, and
bicycling for daily travel

• Priority placed on
expanding reliable
connections to
employment,
healthcare, and
support services

• Workforce
commuting patterns
increasingly span the
Wisconsin-Illinois
state line

• Existing transit service
does not fully meet
employer shift and
scheduling needs

• Improved regional
mobility is needed to
connect workers with
employment
opportunities

Transportation
Safety

Beloit Area
Task Force on
Homelessness

Housing, Land
Use and
Regional
Mobility

School
Transportation

One-on-One
Discussions
with Major
Employers
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Draft Plan Recommendations
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Identifying Regional
Transportation Needs
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• Public and Stakeholder Input
– Residents

– Businesses and Employers

– Community Organizations

– Local and Regional Transportation
Partners

– Vistors and Tourists

• Technical Analysis
– Validate public and stakeholder input
– Assess development and growth impacts
– Identify emerging trends and challenges
– Evaluate system performance
– Identify potential opportunities



2055 Long Range Transportation Plan Update

Regional Transportation Needs/Priorities
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• Preserve and maintain existing
transportation assets

• Improve transportation safety for
all users

• Expand transportation choice and
improve regional connectivity

• Support economic development
and freight mobility

• Position the region for future
passenger rail opportunities

2055 LRTP

Comments from the 2026 Statistically Valid Survey – open ended responses.

Preserve / Maintain

Passenger Rail Safety for All Users

Economic Development
Transportation Choice /

Connectivity
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Modal Priorities
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Public Transportation
• Enhance transit reliability, frequency, and regional

connectivity

• Pursue funding to expand service hours, coverage, and
customer amenities (enhanced stop locations)

• Continue to strengthen coordination among transit
providers and regional partners

• Implement BTS microtransit in the Gateway area

• Support long-term sustainability of regional transit
connections, including BJE service

– Recent BJE service change implemented to enhance intercity
service
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Modal Priorities
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Active Transportation
• Implement priority bicycle, pedestrian, and trail

projects identified in the Active Transportation Plan
• Improve regional connectivity by closing gaps in trail,

bicycle, and pedestrian networks
• Integrate active transportation considerations into

future transportation investments and project
development

• Strengthen coordination among local partners to
advance shared mobility goals

• Support local implementation through funding
opportunities, technical assistance, and policy guidance

• Expand education and encouragement programs that
promote safe walking and bicycling
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Modal Priorities
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Passenger Rail
• Advance regional partnerships to support future

passenger rail service

• Preserve potential corridors, station locations, and
right-of-way opportunities

• Pursue funding and corridor development
opportunities

• Continue planning and evaluation of service,
ridership, and infrastructure needs



2055 Long Range Transportation Plan Update

Modal Priorities
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Freight
• Preserve and improve the regional freight

transportation network and reliability on
major interstate and regional corridors

• Enhance connections between freight
generators, industrial areas, and key
transportation facilities

• Continue to evaluate regional freight and
truck travel to identify truck patterns,
system needs, bottlenecks, and
investment priorities

• Coordinate with public and private
partners to address freight needs and
support economic growth

Eastbound on Garnder Street, at Willowbrook Road Intersection
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Potential Transportation Projects / Studies
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• Roadway and Intersection Improvements
– Pavement resurfacing
– Roadway reconstruction
– Urban cross-section enhancement
– Operational improvements
– Geometric improvements
– Capacity improvements

• Roadway Reconfiguration
– Evaluate recent roadway reconfigurations
– Evaluate potential future locations

• Future Studies
– Interchange areas
– Connectivity studies
– Transportation and land use visioning
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Fiscally Constrained Projects
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Illustrative Projects & Future Studies
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• Potential projects and studies identified
through the LRTP planning process that
may advance as funding, partnerships,
and opportunities become available

• Future Study Areas
– Interchange planning and operational

improvements
– Potential corridor and roadway connectivity studies
– Transportation and land use coordination study

– Bounded by Gardner Avenue (south), Broad Street (north),
Blackhawk Boulevard (west), and Illinois Route (IL) 251 (east)
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Public Survey Results

Public Review and Plan Adoption
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Draft Plan Review and Approval
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• August 25th

– 30-day public review period begins

• September 15th

– Public open houses
– South Beloit City Hall (1pm to 3pm)
– Beloit City Hall (4pm to 6pm)

• September 26th

– 30-day public review period ends
– Review and summarize comments

• September 29th

– Joint Policy Board & Technical Advisory
Committee Meeting

– Public hearing on the 2055 LRTP
– Adoption of the 2055 LRTP
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Public Survey Results

Discussion
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Recommended
Bicycle Projects
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